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By John Hamilton, WINS Reporter

John Hamilton is a producer with the Workers Independent
News Service. He covered the Miami FTAA protests for WINS,
as well as for Pacifica Radio’s television and news magazine,
Democracy Now!

Thwack! A thump on the back of my neck and an explosion
of white powder tells me instantly what’s hit me. A split 
second later, the burning in my lungs confirms it. A pepper
ball round—like a paint ball, only filled with something called
oleoresin capsicum, or OC. I’ve already taken one round to
the thigh, and I’m quickly learning that no camera or press
badge will protect me from the onslaught of "less lethal"
weaponry now whizzing through the air around me. But why
should it? Everybody left in the streets of downtown Miami
is fair game to the advancing phalanx of riot cops now.

With lungs scorched by the OC, I turn to flee down the
avenue. Thwack! My girlfriend, Sarah Turner—working as
a reporter for Free Speech Radio News—gets it in the arm,
this time from a 37 mm rubber bullet that leaves a huge
welt for days to come. Thwack! Thwack! My colleague,
Jeremy Scahill of the TV/radio program Democracy Now,

WINS Reporter, Indy Media Among Those Attacked at Miami

UPPNET Statement on Miami 
The Union Producers and Programmers Network, representing
labor media people from throughout the US, strongly condemns
the massive police state tactics used against peaceful protest-
ers and marchers in Miami, Florida during the FTAA meetings
in November, 2003. The police turned away labor union busses
from the rallies and used their power to intimidate and harm
those who were opposed to the FTAA agreement.

Not only were labor journalists who were members of
UPPNET assaulted by police provocateurs, but hundreds of
people were arrested and many were injured as the police
fired indiscriminately into the crowd. Embedded plain
clothes police created fights and provocations among the
marchers and, in many cases, these police agents violently
assaulted individuals in the crowds with tasers. These agent
provocateurs were also observed by members of the 
UPPNET Board in taking violent action against uniformed
police in order to provoke an attack on the peaceful marchers.

Furthermore, press and media journalists who were not
“imbedded” with the police were targeted by the police for
harassment and arrest. In fact the mainstream corporate media
representatives who were “imbedded” did not cover the attacks
in any honest and objective manner but as police and govern-
ment propagandists, ignoring the blatant examples of police
state tactics. Is this a “free press”? What would look different
in a police dictatorship? These police tactics were also funded
with in excess of $8 million from the recently passed bill of
$87 billion provided to Iraq supposedly to fight “terrorists”.

UPPNET believes that these actions are not isolated
instances. In Oakland last April 7, 2003 police shot at peace-
ful picketers and longshoremen at the port of Oakland in
California. Many  of the protesters along with ILWU B.A.
Jack Heyman were also charged by the police to silence them.

UPPNET supports the call by the USWA for Con-
gressional Hearings on these growing police assaults on

Continued on page 2
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gets hit twice from behind, while fleeing. The wind changes
directions, pushing the tear gas back up the avenue towards
the police. Shouts ring out for volunteer street medics.

A brief respite allows me to survey the scene—people
hobbled by leg wounds, blood gushing from head gashes.
Those brave enough—or foolish enough—to remain on the
street in a feeble attempt to exercise their first amendment
rights are seeing their defiance begin to crumble. Another
charge by the riot cops sends the already fractured crowd
scurrying for a way the hell out of downtown Miami. The
Intercontinental Hotel, where FTAA talks are being held,
now stands many blocks away, an impenetrable fortress
whose denizens will never hear the voices of dissent scat-
tered across the streets of Miami.

“Remarkable Restraint”
“The police officers that I saw out there used a tremen-

dous amount of restraint,” Miami police spokesman Delrish
Moss told the Miami Herald in the following days. Miami
police chief John Timoney displayed, “One of the most
impressive displays of leadership that I’ve ever seen in my
nineteen years in law enforcement.” The former Philadelphia
police chief, whose repressive policing of the Republican
National Convention in 2000 is the infamous stuff of legend,
drew praise from Miami Mayor Manny Diaz as well. “A
model for homeland defense,” the mayor called it.

But not everyone sees the “Miami model” as cause for
celebration.

Civil liberties took a “one-two punch” in Miami, said
AFL-CIO president John Sweeney. The United Steelworkers
of America, which mobilized some two thousand members
to the Miami demonstrations, has called for a Congressional
investigation into police tactics at the event. The USWA
(www.uswa.org) also wants the city to drop charges against
many of the more than 250 who were arrested during
protests. Steelworker president Leo Gerard wants chief John
Timoney fired; “To do less would be to endorse homeland
repression in the guise of homeland security,” he said.

That repression took on an edge not seen before at the
large-scale demonstrations against corporate-led global-
ization that have sprung up since protests in Seattle against
the WTO four years ago. Plain clothes “snatch squads”
roved in and out of demonstrations, using electric taser
guns to stun and immobilize arrestees. Huge lines of riot
police in body armor systematically drove people from the
streets, clanging wooden batons on plastic shields while
firing “less lethal” projectiles indiscriminately and with-
out warning. Journalists and demonstrators alike were
arrested while trying to comply with police orders to 
disperse; many were held in plastic handcuffs for ten hours
or more. Embedded reporters donned the same body armor
worn by police, joining police lines as they controlled “the
enemy.” Armored personnel carriers roamed the streets
while helicopters whirled overhead, keeping tabs on it all.

If that sounds more like Iraq under occupation than the
streets of a major US city, it’s not a coincidence. In
Congress’ recent $87 billion spending package for the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars was a bonus for policing FTAA
protests in Miami: more than $8 million to militarize 
security at the event.

WINS Reporter attacked Continued from p. 1 NAFTA on Steroids
If unions of the AFL-CIO are furious over their treatment

at the hands of the Miami police, it’s small potatoes com-
pared to their wrath over the advancing agenda of the Free
Trade Area of the Americas. Called “NAFTA on steroids”
by many, the deal would encompass thirty four countries of
North and South America, virtually the whole of the Western

Hemisphere. After ten years of a North American Free Trade
Agreement, unions in the United States, Canada, and Mexico
alike say their governments should be rolling back past trade
deals instead of rolling out new ones.

Jim Buckley is with District Nine of the United Steel-
workers of America, which represents workers in the Southern
United States. He says the FTAA would accelerate the exo-
dus of manufacturing jobs already seen in the ten years since
NAFTA was adopted. “Within the sub-district, I’d say two or
three different plants have shut down and moved to Mexico.
That's a direct effect. The indirect effect is that, almost in
every set of contract talks that we go and meet with the com-
pany, the company either implicitly or explicitly threatens to
take the jobs away from the area that we’re negotiating in, and
move them away to Mexico and to offshore Asia.”

UPPNET Statement on Miami Continued from p. 1

Continued on page 7

Part of AFL-CIO contingent at Miami FTAA protest.

democratic rights. We also support the USWA call for the
firing of the Miami police chief.

We believe that the entire labor movement must begin to
mobilize to defend our basic democratic and free speech
rights and that this is an issue for all the people of the
United States.

We call on all trade unions and their members as well as
community activists to raise these issues with their represen-
tatives in Congress and to begin to organize against not only
these repressive actions but the Patriot Act and other repres-
sive legislation that is being used to emasculate our rights.

We also protest the media censorship of this flagrant
violation of democratic rights. The refusal of the main-
stream corporate press to seriously cover this scandal is
another example of the dangers of monopoly control of 
the media and its influence in hiding truths from the
American people.

Also, we ask that readers please send a copy of your 
letters of protest to UPPNET so we can put it on our web site.
Email to: lduncan@igc.org

http://www.uswa.org/uswa/program/content/737.php
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Corporation (CISCO), Hotel and Restaurant Employees
Local 1, IATSE Motion Picture Projectionists, IBEW 134,
Illinois State Federation of Labor AFL-CIO, International
Brotherhood of Teamsters Local 705, IAMAW Lodge 141,
National Writers Union UAW Local 1981, Plumbers Local
130 United Association, Labor Beat (cable TV series), Labor
Express (radio series), Rockford United Labor AFL-CIO,
SEIU Illinois State Council, SEIU Local 1, SEIU Local 73,
Substance Newspaper, UNITE Central States Joint Board,
WLUW 88.7 FM

Chicago Labor Media Conference A Success
By Helena Worthen, Chicago Labor
Education Program

What does it take to get labor’s message out?
The Labor Media Conference held at CAN
TV and Chicago Labor Education Program
brought together critics of mainstream media,
advocates for a more potent communication
strategy from labor, current producers of labor
media and those willing to learn the compli-
cated technical skills necessary for producers.

The conference was sponsored by 17
labor organizations. Its purpose was to
shake out answers to this complicated ques-
tion and raise survivors committed to learn-
ing the technology necessary to carry out labor media work.

Friday evening, October 17th, was a panel discussion,
held at UNITE, with Bob
Bruno of the University
of Illinois Chicago Labor
Education Program, Kari
Lyderson of the Wash-
ington Post, John Ander-
son of WINS, and Fred
Glass of the California
Federation of Teachers.
Margaret Blackshere,
President of the State of
Illinois AFL-CIO, hosted.
Panelists critiqued the
mainstream media and
proposed both technical and strategic cultural alternatives.

Saturday was a full day of hands-on demonstrations for
those interested in producing labor media. Instructors Wayne
Heimbach, Greg Boozell, Larry Duncan and Laura Hermann
took participants through the technical challenges of TV and
radio production. Fred Glass also gave a presentation titled
“An Organizing Model for Labor Communications.”

At  the Saturday technical session included members of SEIU
Local 1, IBEW 1220, IAMAW 141, TWU and UBC and others.

The audience comments by the Friday panel discussion and
the feedback from the Saturday production workshops pointed
to a strong interest in seeing labor in the Chicago area dealing
with the crisis of its lack of a voice in the electronic media. We
encourage the participants in the Conference and union activists
who may have wanted to attend to keep in contact with us.
(hworthen@uic.edu).

The Labor Media Conference Organizing Committee
was: Greg Boozell, CAN TV; Wayne Heimbach, SEIU 73
and Labor Express Laura Hermann, Live from the
Heartland WLUW 88.7 FM, LeRoy Jones, SEIU 73; Larry
Duncan, Labor Beat (affiliated with IBEW 1220); Helena
Worthen, Chicago Labor Education Program. 

The presentations at the conference were also cablecast
on Chicago’s CAN TV, cable Channel 21.

Sponsors of the Labor Media Conference included:
AFSCME Council 31, Chicago Access Network
Television/CAN TV, Chicago Federation of Labor AFL-CIO,
Chicago Labor Education Program (CLEP) UIUC, Chicago
Teachers Union Local 1 AFT, Construction Industry Service

Billy Bragg: “all that
money is going to be
spent on Fox TV”

While attending the
recent National Media
Reform Conference in
Madison [see p. 6], singer/
activist Billy Bragg told
Labor Beat reporter

Thomas Yun how he thought organized labor should spend
money earmarked for corporate media: “The Unions have
got a huge war chest for the next election. Sadly, all that
money is going to be spent on Fox TV, putting adverts on
Fox TV. That is a real disappointment. I’d like to 
see the unions sponsoring concerts, putting on free 
festivals, bringing young people in to hear conscious artists
and speakers. And showing people that unions aren’t just
about when things get nasty, unions are about community.”

Margaret Blackshere, President of
Illinois AFL-CIO, gave the opening
presentation at the Conference.

photo: Thomas Yun
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Friday’s panelist (L to R): Fred Glass, John Anderson, Kari Lyderson, and Bob Bruno.

LaborTech 2004 On Track
Plans are moving forward for LaborTech 2004 which will

be held at Stanford University. One new aspect of the 
conference is the development of software that will allow 
discussion and sharing of documents over the internet. It will
be available free to unions and other labor organizations.

We will also be making a call for 3 minute videos from
throughout the world for screening at the conference as
well as being place on the LaborTech site. The conference
is supported by the San Francisco Labor Council as well as
many other unions.

Please contact www.labortech.org for further informa-
tion or call (415) 282-1908 
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“USLAW National Assembly”
This 29-minute video captures the main thrust of the historic
Oct. 24-25 USLAW National Labor Assembly for Peace in
Chicago. Highlights of public speeches: Bill Fletcher
(TransAfrica Fund), on labor’s moral obligation to know what
is happening; Joclyn Williams (Pres. Wash. DC Metro 
AFL-CIO) on the many reasons labor opposes the war; Iraq
labor reports from Clarence Thomas (Past Sec.-Treas. ILWU
10) and David Bacon (labor journalist), members of USLAW
delegation to Iraq; Amy Newell (USLAW) and Daniel
Gluckstein (International Liaison Committee) on the inter-
national campaign; a summation of conference form Nancy
Wohlforth (Sec.-Treas. OPEIU). 

What did the USLAW National Assembly Represent?
Nearly 200 delegates representing one hundred labor organi-
zations. The unions participating represented more than
500,000 workers and were joined by 14 Central Labor
Councils, state union organizations and other regional bodies
representing additional hundreds of  thousands of workers. 

To order a VHS copy, specify title “USLAW National
Assembly”, and send check for $20 (includes mailing) to:
Labor Beat, 37 S. Ashland, Chicago, IL 60607. 

Info: mail@laborbeat.org • 312-226-3330 • laborbeat.org

Union Solidarity on TV in 
Portland & Southern Oregon 
By Wes Brain

Portland Community Television and Rogue Valley 
Community Television has available a new video about the
labor action at Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center 
in Corvallis Oregon which took place on 9/9/03. It covers 
the Good Samaritan Regional Medical Center workers 
and allies picket and rally in Corvallis, OR.

Over a year after Good Samaritan Regional Medical
Center (GSRMC) workers voted to join SEIU Local 49,
hospital workers and AFL-CIO union members held a 
spirited informational picket and rally to help the workers
in their effort to gain a stronger voice in patient care, lower
turnover rates and affordable health insurance for their own
families. Also at the event, Oregon AFL-CIO President Tim
Nesbitt led a delegation in to the hospital to deliver over
1000 postcards of support for the workers. 

Heartland Labor Forum
wins national award
The volunteer producers of The Heartland Labor Forum on
Kansas City’s KKFI 90.1FM  have won First Place in the
2003 International Labor Communications Association Film
and Broadcast Contest. 

Heartland Labor Forum’s entry of a program produced
on October 31, 2002, “The Wal-Martian Chronicles, A
Halloween Horror Story”, won First Award for Long Radio
Programs produced by union members/staff. 

The show featured interviews with Jim Kabell of the
Teamsters union and Jerry Helmick of the United Food and
Commercial Workers and with two anonymous Wal-Mart
supervisors who testified to Wal-Mart’s systematic 
violations of labor law. It was produced by Judy Ancel, ILS
Director, with technical assistance by Tom Klammer. 

The International Labor Communications Association is
a professional support organization for labor communicators
in North America that serves as an instrument of support
for the AFL-CIO and the Canadian Labor Conference
(CLC). The Heartland Labor Forum airs every Thursday
from 6:00-7:00 P.M. on KKFI in the Kansas City area. The
show has been on the air since 1989, and has one awards
from ILCA two times before. The Heartland Labor Forum
is coordinated by The Institute for Labor Studies, a joint
program of UMKC and Longview Community College. For
more info, contact Judy Ancel, ancelj@umkc.edu

New Labor Videos

“We picketed and rallied at the hospital today to draw
attention to the fact that, as health care workers, we can’t
even afford health care for our own families,” said Joe
Pusey, a Mental Health Aide at GSRMC. “The hospital
wants to raise our health care costs by 28% while only
increasing wages by 1%. It will make it impossible for
many workers to afford their own health care while at the
same time providing it to their patients.” 

Approximately 330 health care workers, including
Certified Nursing Assistants, Phlebotomists, Surgery
Assistants and Physical Therapy Aides, joined with SEIU
Local 49 in September 2002 to earn a stronger voice in
patient care at the hospital. The employees have been strug-
gling to bargain their first contract with the hospital since
last fall. The Oregon AFL-CIO convention took place in
Albany, and leaders and union members from the conven-
tion joined the GSRMC workers to support their efforts. 

“Here at Good Samaritan, we have a highly profitable
corporation where the cost of [health care] coverage is so
high, and the terms of qualifying for coverage so stringent,
that a lot of workers go without care,” said Tim Nesbitt,
President of the 170,000 member Oregon AFL-CIO. “We
are here to send a message that all workers, including health
care workers, deserve affordable health care coverage for
themselves and their families.” 

Nesbitt led a delegation to the hospital to deliver over
1000 postcards from community members who support the
workers to Samaritan CEO Larry Mullins. 

For information on getting a copy of the video, contact
Wes Brain at: brain@mind.net

200 delegates attend USLAW Assembly in Chicago last October.
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The FCC rollback hoax
By Josh Silver, Free Press / edited for space

Nov. 27, 2003—During the last two days, powerbrokers in
Congress once again went behind closed doors, ignored the
public interest, and acted on behalf of giant media conglom-
erates instead of democracy and the public interest.

Despite the heroic efforts of many members of both the
House and Senate—both Democrat and Republican—
Congressional leadership and the White House used tricky
tactics and trickier legislation to create the illusion of a par-
tial FCC rollback while serving up yet another giveaway to
Big Media...

This week Congress put a bogus FCC rollback provi-
sion into a giant spending bill that will likely pass as early
as December 8th. The only provision of the June 2nd FCC
rule changes that was considered during the negotiations
was the “national broadcast cap”—the percentage of
American TV viewers who may be reached by stations
owned by one company. For those of us trying to stop media
monopoly, this rule is much less important than the news-
paper/TV/radio cross ownership and television duopoly/tri-
opoly rules that were not even on the table in this most
recent negotiation.

Rather than roll back the national TV cap to the pre-June
2nd 35% level, Congress changed it to 39% and professes
that it will be “permanent.” This is not a randomly selected
number. It just so happens that Viacom (owners of CBS)
currently owns stations reaching 38.8% of American house-
holds, and News Corp (owners of Fox) owns stations reach-
ing 37.8%. Both purposely violated the old legal limit
hoping Congress or the FCC would change the rule. Had the
35% limit stuck, they could well have been forced to sell off
some stations to come into compliance. With a 39% limit,
CBS and Fox can keep their stations while NBC and ABC
can substantially expand holdings. Further, the new 
legislative language allows any company to violate the rules
for up to two years without penalty—a loophole that will
invite precisely the same kind of chicanery that resulted in
Viacom and Fox getting a 4% increase in the broadcast cap
to accommodate their illegal acquisitions.

So Congress hears the massive public outcry, addresses
a tiny portion of the disastrous FCC decision, and custom
tailors it so that it looks like a concession while letting Big
Media have their way.

The real story is that in all the fuss over 35%, 39%, or
45%, the far more significant rules have gone through vir-
tually unnoticed. All that holds them back at present is the
September decision by a federal court to stay the rules pend-
ing a judicial review of their integrity. Failing a heroic judi-
cial victory next year by attorneys with the Media Access
Project (MAP) who are challenging the FCC, these rules
will be implemented with very little attention from Capitol
Hill. We’re hopeful that next year’s court case will be suc-
cessful, but we are still far from victory...

[For more information: www.mediareform.net]

April 22-25, 2004, St. Louis Conference

The Axis of Empire
The Axis of Empire: Union For Democratic Communications
Conference 2004 will be held in St. Louis April 22-25. The
conference will bring together proposals artists, activists, and
media scholars to ask how we are to understand and inter-
vene in the connections between war, media, and power; the
war against terrorism and academic freedom in the University;
media conglomeration, the labor movement and democratic
communications; and the social and political responsibility of
the arts.

Labor Media Panel
Particularly of interest to labor media folks will be the

panel, “Labor Media Today: The regional and national
scene today, and the challenges of connecting local labor
struggles to global solidarity in the midst of war.”

On the panel will be Larry Duncan (co-producer and
founder of Labor Beat cable-tv series, board member of
UPPNET and of Chicago Media Action); and Judy Ancel,
from the Heartland Labor Forum Kansas City, whose “The
Wal-Martian Chronicles, A Halloween Horror Story” won
First Award for Long Radio Programs produced by union
members/staff this year. There will be other panels on 
community media, the IMC movement and the FCC 
regulations as well.

Inquiries can be made to Jyotsna Kapur at
jkapur@siu.edu, 618.453-1470, fax: 618.453-2264. The
UDC For more information, check out: www.udc.org

Labor cable-tv programs
on CA Central Coast
Covering labor issues not reported in depth in the media, 
programming has appeared in Monterey, Carmel, Pacific
Grove, Pebble Beach, on the web, and soon in Marina. 

These shows have been produced for SEIU817 (as series
within a series called “advocacy groups for social change”).
And additional programs were broadcast on channel 24:
One for SEIU715, one for South S.F. Bay Labor, one for
Hotel & Restaurant workers union, two for Monterey-Santa
Cruz Central Labor Council, and others.

Issues covered in these programs were: higher pay 
for child care, social workers CSI, prize-winning video
opposition to eliminating the utility tax in Salinas, with
multiple cameras, which provided wages for city workers.
Programs have exposed effects of poor worker health 
benefits at the Monterey Regional Waste Management
District, which created great management concern!

Other issues dealt with in these programs were health
care for county union workers, cuts in county taxes which
affected union jobs and reduced services for less fortunate
citizens, budget cuts to hospitals and support for a referen-
dum tax to support our county hospital, and two shows
about the effect of Iraq war on Labor.

For more information, please email Hebard Olsen:
hebard@mbay.net

http://www.mediareform.net
http://www.udc.org
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A report from the frontlines
by Dr. Valerie Scatamburlo-D’Annibale, Buzzflash

The National Conference on Media Reform which took place
Nov. 7-9, 2003 in Madison, Wisconsin was at once an infor-
mative, invigorating, and uplifting experience. The event,
made possible by the Free Press which was launched in
December 2002 by author and University of Illinois profes-
sor Robert W. McChesney and John Nichols (The Nation’s
Washington correspondent), provided a forum for labor, 
community, and media activists concerned about media 
policy in general and, the Federal Communications
Commission proposed changes that would allow for even
greater media consolidation, in particular. 

...Aptly, the animating theme of the conference was
“moving from critique to action” with an eye to envision-
ing what a more democratic media system might look like
in the future. 

While the unseasonably chilly winds of autumn
enveloped Madison, the heat generated by the [1700 -Ed.] 
participants’ energy was undeniable. From the opening
remarks delivered to a standing-room only crowd on Friday
afternoon to the closing plenaries on Sunday morning, the
atmosphere was electric as active citizens (as opposed to
passive consumers) expressed their desire to have a media
system which is responsive to the needs of the people rather
than corporations....

[O]ne particularly memorable event is worth mentioning
and sharing. It took place on Saturday night at the Orpheum
Theatre on State Street. The keynote speaker was Bill
Moyers and the joint, as they say, was jumping. Prior to
Moyers’ address, a number of others including FCC
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein and Senator Russ
Feingold took to the stage to remind the crowd that the air-
waves belong to the public and should hence serve their
interests. Pacifica Radio’s Amy Goodman (Democracy
Now!) brought the audience to their feet in thunderous
applause after saying that never again should ’we the

people’ allow the media to so cavalierly beat the drum of an
illegal and immoral war. As the audience anticipated
Moyers turn at the podium, they were treated to an unex-
pected surprise visitor brought in to formally introduce the
featured speaker. That person was none other than the 
venerable and ever-feisty Studs Terkel whose appearance
literally brought down the proverbial house...

Moyers delivered a speech that was, quite simply, 
vintage Moyers...a call to action that served to remind us
that a viable democracy is ill-served by a media beholden
to corporate special interests and the bottom line...

The speaker’s roster ended with the always hilarious and
irreverent Al Franken who poked fun at the right-wing
media and their major spokespersons—Rush Limbaugh and
Bill O’Reilly. Franken noted Limbaugh’s “tough on drug
offenders” rhetoric while encouraging the audience to
“pray” for Rush during his “rehab.” Franken also skewered
right-wing blowhard Bill O’Reilly for his hypocrisy on a
variety of issues. Franken aptly pointed out that O’Reilly
and his ilk want liberals and leftists to “SHUT UP” but in
a rousing conclusion to what was an extraordinary night,
Franken shouted: “Don’t Shut Up . . . Stand Up . . . Stand
Up” and Keep Fighting!!!...[To] paraphrase Robert
McChesney in his written remarks in the conference pro-
gram, now it is time to “head out” and “raise some hell.”
This post is intended to motivate people in that direction.
Please visit the Free Press website at www.mediareform.net
and start raising hell in your own community.

National Conference on the Media Links 
Comprehensive A/V library of panels and events:
www.mediareform.net/conf/recordings.php 

Selected press clippings:
www.mediareform.net/conf/media.php 

Be the Media! Blog (coverage/views from participants): 
www.bethemediablog.net

The National Conference on Media Reform...

Part of the over 1,700 participants in the National Conference on Media Reform in Madison, WI on Nov. 7.
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UPPNET National Executive Board
President: Howard Kling, producer Minnesota at Work, hkling@csom.umn.edu
Vice Presidents:
Judy Ancel, producer Heartland Labor Forum Kansas City, MO,AncelJ@umkc.edu
Carl Bryant, producer Letter Carriers Today TV 214, San Francisco,

carltv214@aol.com
Wes Brain, producer OPEU Productions, Ashland, OR, brain@mind.net
Leo Canty, producer First Tuesday, Connecticut, unionleo@aol.com
Fred Carroll, former pres. UPPNET, Los Angeles,
Larry Duncan, co-producer Labor Beat, Chicago, lduncan@igc.org
Frank Emspak, co-producer Labor Radio News, Madison, WI,

emspakf@workers.uwex.edu
Simin Farkhondeh, producer/director Labor at the Crossroads, New York,

Sfarkhondeh@cuny.edu
Bill Fiore, producer Bay to Borders, Northern California, ufcw101@igc.org
Julius Fisher, producer working tv, Vancouver, Canada,

julius_ fisher@bc.sympatico.ca
John Hamilton, WORT/Access 4, Madison, WI, Nonfictin10@hotmail.com
Ken Nash, Co-producer Building Bridges: Your Community and Labor Report, WBAI

Radio, New York, knash@igc.apc.org
John See, 612-624-5020, producer, Minnesota at Work, jsee@csom.umn.edu
John Speier, 616-375-4638, producer, Solidarity, Acclaimvideo@igc.org
Steve Zeltzer, producer Labor on The Job, San Francisco, lvpsf@labornet.org
Myoung Joon Kim, participating international observer, Seoul, Korea, 

LNP89@chollian.net
For more information about UPPNET:
UPPNET: c/o Labor Education Services • University of Minnesota • 321 19th Ave.
South, No. 3-300 • Minneapolis, MN 55455 • 612-624-4326
e-mail address: jsee@csom.umn.edu
UPPNET News editor: Larry Duncan, lduncan@igc.org

UPPNET OBJECTIVES:
1. To promote and expand the production and use of television and radio

shows pertinent to the cause of organized labor and the issues relevant to
all working people.

2. To establish and promote the general distribution and circulation of this
programming.

3. To address issues regarding the media and its fair and democratic use and
accessibility by labor and other constituencies generally.

4. To encourage and promote the preservation of television and radio broad-
casts pertinent to labor.

5. To establish a code of ethic governing television and radio 
production practices and other such matters UPPNET may determine as rele-
vant to its work.

6. To require all productions to work under a collective bargaining agreement,
secure waivers or work in agreement with any television or movie industry
union having jurisdiction in the area.

www.mtn.org/les/

US & Canadian Labor Broadcast Programs*
Show Title, Producer, City/Station, Phone No.
Fighting Back, Ralph Kessler, Berkeley, CA, 510-845-9285, KUSF 90.3 FM
David Bacon on Labor, David Bacon, Berkeley, CA, 510-549-0291, KPSA 94.1 FM
Labor Line, Steve Zeltzer, San Fran., CA, 415-282-1908, SFLR 93.7 FM,
Working LA, Henry Walton, Panorama City, CA, 818-894-4079, KPFK 90.7 FM
Talking Union, Larry Dorman, Rock Hill, CT, 880-571-6191, WATR 1320 AM
Labor Express, Wayne Heimbach, Chicago, IL, 312-226-3330, WLUW 88.7 FM
Labor Beat, Larry Duncan, Chicago, IL, 312-226-3330, Chan. 19, cable tv
Illinois Labor Hour, Peter Miller, Champaign, IL, 217-337-5174, WEFT 90.1 FM
AFSCME On-Line, Dan Hart, Dorchester, MA, 617-266-3496, cable-tv
Heartland Labor Forum, Judy Ancel, Kansas City, MO, 816-235-1470, KKFI 90.1 FM
Minnesota at Work, Howard Kling, Minneapolis, MN, 612-624-5020, MCN Cable
Building Bridges, Ken Nash, New York, NY, 212-815-1699, WBAI 99.5 FM
Communique, Bill Henning, New York, NY, 212-228-6565, WNYE 91.5 FM
It’s Your City, It’s Our Job, Pat Passanilin, New York, NY, 212-815-1535, WNYE 91.5 FM
America’s Work Force, Jerrod Sorkey, Eastlake, OH, 440-975-4262, WERE 1300 AM
Boiling Point, Michael Wood, Cincinnati, OH, 513-961-4348, WAIF 88.3 FM
Talking Union, John Lavin, Norristown, PA, 610-660-3372, WHAT 1340 AM
Labor on the Job, Steve Zeltzer, San Fran., CA, 415-282-1908, BUT Ch. 29 cable
Rhode Island Labor Vision, Chuck Schwartz, Cranston, RI, 401-463-9900, Ch. 14, cable-tv
Solidarity, John Speier, Kalamazoo, MI, 616-375-4638, Cable Access
Talkin’ Union Labor, Rick Levy, Austin, TX, 512-477-6195 internet radio
Which Side Are You On?, Hal Leyshon, Middlesex, VT, 802-223-4172, radio
Radio Labor Journal, Bil Borders, Everell, WA, 425-921-3454, KSER 90.7 FM
Labor Radio News, Frank Emspak, Madison, WI, 608-262-2111, WORT 89.9 FM
LaborVision, John Webb, St. Louis, MO, 314-962-4163, DHTV,
Labor at the Crossroads, Simin Farkhondeh, New York, NY, 212-966-4248,

CUNY-TV cable, ext. 216
OPEU Productions, Wes Brain, Ashland, OR, 541-482-6988, cable-tv
Labor Link TV, Fred Lonidier, La Jolla, CA, 619-552-0740, cable-tv,
First Tuesday, Leo Canty, Connecticut, 860-257-9782, cable-tv,
Letter Carriers, Carl Bryant, San Fran., CA, 415-885-0375, Today TV 214, cable-tv,
Springfield Labor Beat, Jim Hade, Springfield, IL, 217-787-7837, cable-tv
726 Express, Stewart Ransom, New York, NY, 718-761-6681, Staten Is. Cable
Rank-And-File, Larry Maglio, New York, NY, N.A, Staten Is. Cable
Labor on the Line, David King, Portland, OR
working TV, Julius Fisher, Vancouver, BC, Canada, 604-253-6222
Labor Radio, Bill Zimmerman, Portland, OR, 360-695-6552

*This list may not be complete. Additions contact:
UPPNET News editor Larry Duncan at: lduncan@igc.org

WorkWeek needs video segments
WorkWeek the show on Free Speech TV needs your 
segments. The 28 minute show uses 5 minute segments from
throughout the US and around the world. If you are inter-
ested in contributing a segment contact producers:

Steve Zeltzer: lvpsf@labornet.org
Carl Bryant: carltv214@aol.com

New on the List:  Portland’s Labor Radio
A collective of five hosts produces a weekly show called

“Labor Radio” on KBOO-Portland, 90.7 FM, also 
available on-line at www.kboo.fm. The contact person is
Bill Zimmerman, 360-695-6552. 

But has the United States’ loss been Mexico’s gain?
Hardly. Between 1993, the year before NAFTA was
enacted, and 1998, wages for manufacturing workers in
Mexico fell by more than twenty percent. And while
NAFTA did translate into a manufacturing boom, jobs in
maquiladoras, or “export factories”, are little different than
the sweatshops outlawed decades ago in the United States.

Martha Ojeda is director of the Coalition for Justice in
the Maquiladoras. “For those of us who work in the free
trade zones, there is much exploitation and discrimination,”
she says. “The pay is marginal. We make between forty-
five and fifty dollars a week, for a forty-eight hour work
week plus mandatory overtime.”

With wages that low, how could any textile producer from
the United States keep from heading south of the Rio
Grande? But Ojeda says the real enticement for employers is

WINS Reporter attacked Continued from p. 2

a toothless system of Mexican labor and environmental laws.
Across the rest of Latin America, many workers’ organi-

zations fear a similar fate under a Free Trade Area of the
Americas. They say the FTAA would greatly ease the ability
of multinational corporations to shift jobs from one country
to another, putting downward pressure on wages as corpora-
tions seek the cheapest labor in the hemisphere.

WINS, The Workers Independent News Service
Visit: www.laborradio.org

http://www.kboo.fm
http://www.mtn.org/les/
http://www.laborradio.org


Labor Donated

WE’RE THE ONES PUTTING
WORKERS’ STORIES ON RADIO
AND TV –SUPPORT US, JOIN US.

UPPNET
c/o Labor Ed. Services
Univ. of Minnesota
321 19th Ave. South, No. 3-300
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Fill out the following form, and mail to address below:

Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP

Union or Org.

Position, if any:

Phone no: e-mail:

Amount Enclosed: $

Mail this coupon (make check to UPPNET) to: 
UPPNET, c/o Labor Ed. Services, Univ. of
Minnesota 321 19th Ave. South, No. 3-300
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Labor Movies Screening In Berlin
By Steve Zeltzer, LaborNet/Laborfest

Working class film and video will be hitting the streets of Berlin
this coming December. Labor videos from throughout the world
will be screened and labor media activists Myoung Joon Kim
of Labor News Production from Korea and Karl Fischbacher

of Labornet Austria will also attend on a panel on labor and the
media along with the coordinators of the festival. 

The First Berlin International Working Class Film &
Video Festival Festival will screen labor videos from Russia,
the US, Japan, Korea, Thailand and Argentina, France,
Germany and other countries around the world. This is 
an important step forward in building international labor
media activity and solidarity in Europe. The festival is
scheduled between December 6, 2003 and December 10,
2003. For more information (how’s your German?):
www.globale03.de/main.htm

❑ Yes. Subscribe me to one year of 
UPPNET News (a quarterly) for $15.

❑ I want to join UPPNET. Annual dues 
are $30, which includes a year’s 
subscription to the newsletter.

For UPPNET News back Issues:
www.laborbeat.org/3/uppnetnl.htm

http://www.globale03.de/main.htm
http://www.laborbeat.org/3/uppnetnl.htm

