DECLARATION

Re: Organizations which have petitioned the U.S. to be entrusted for 8 more years with U.S. exclusive licenses to broadcast on Chicago area television channels: Ch. 2 (WBBM), Ch. 5 (WMAQ), Ch. 7 (WLS), Ch. 9 (WGN), Ch. 11 (WTTW), Ch. 13 (WOCK-CA), Ch. 20 (WYCC), Ch. 23 (WFBT), Ch. 26 (WCIU), Ch. 28 (WOCH-LP), Ch. 32 (WFLD), Ch. 34 (WEDE-CA), Ch. 38 (WCPX), Ch. 44 (WSNS), Ch. 50 (WPWR), Ch. 55 (WPXE), Ch. 56 (WYIN), Ch. 60 (WXFT), Ch. 62 (WJYS), Ch. 64 (W64CQ), Ch. 66 (WGBO).

We undersigned are individuals residing within these television licenses' service areas, and we are organizations whose own service areas include all or parts of the licenses' service areas.

We / our members are viewers of the referenced stations. We are in agreement here with Chicago Media Action and the coalitions of community and labor groups with which it works.

Our right to have access to diverse programming has been harmed by a dearth of programming by, for, or about peoples indigenous to this land.  There is a lack of sensitivity to the way indigenous peoples' names are used and the way indigenous characters are portrayed in broadcast programs.  For example, news coverage of Columbus Day is extensive but rarely includes spokespersons telling the way that that man treated indigenous peoples or detailing negative effects of the invasion he led.

Our experience is that it is true, as CMA says, that these stations have been very negligent in serving the public interest in terms of news coverage, children's programming, and hypercommerialism.

Our right to coverage of local news of key importance has been harmed by the licensees. News coverage from these stations under these license trustees systematically emphasizes the day's police actions or crime. Debate of issues of key importance (a critical example, U.S. leaders arguing in 2003 for public support for invading Iraq) has been regularly absent, thwarting

our right to learn about and influence critical U.S. policies.

Our right to have educational television programming for area children has

been harmed by these licensees not broadcasting even a minimal number of

convenient hours each week of programming that could honestly be characterized as educational television for children.

Our right to public service has been harmed by these licensees interrupting program content with commercials at great frequency and often of great duration and/or offensive in nature.

Our right to have television programming for the area rank-and-file working

class citizens has been harmed by none of the stations programming for the

political views and interests of the working class.

We will make ourselves available to testify at the public hearings in Chicago for which CMA is calling. And we will encourage other affected citizens to testify. 

We declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this day October 25, 2005.

 Signatures,

